158                        The Flower Lover
that the peonies in your garden are in full bloom and have come
to see them, but it appears that they have faded already." At the
mention of his peonies, Mr. Chiu burst into tears anew.
"Tell me," the girl said, "what sorrow you have that you cry
like this." When Mr. Chiu told her how Chang Wei had ruined
his flowers, the girl said, "If that is the cause of your grief, per-
haps you would like to see the flowers restored to their stems."
"Do not jest with a poor old man, young lady," Mr. Chiu said,
"for how could it be possible for fallen flowers to be returned to
their stems?"
Said the girl, "But we have a magic formula just for this pur-
pose which has been handed from one generation to another in
our family and which has never been known to fail."
"Do you really have such a formula?" Mr. Chiu asked, turning
from sorrow to joy.
"Of course I do," the girl replied, and thereupon Mr. Chiu fell
on his knees before her, saying, "If you save my flowers, young
lady, I have nothing with which to repay you, but I shall invite
you to my garden to enjoy the flowers as each variety comes to
bloom."
"Please rise," the girl said, "and fetch me a cup of water."
As Mr. Chiu rose to fetch the water, he thought to himself, "How
could there be such a wonderful formula. She is probably making
sport of me, seeing me in my grief. But how could she, a total
stranger, indulge in jest with me? It must be true after all."
Hastily he dipped out a cup of water, but when he looked up the
girl had gone and the fallen flowers were restored to their stems.
Moreover, whereas before each plant had only flowers of one shade
of color, there were now on each plant flowers of all colors and
shades, so that they were more gorgeous than ever. The following
poem has been composed to celebrate this miracle:
Hsiang Tzu had once dyed flowers with many hues,
Now fallen flowers are returned to their original stems.
Indeed extreme faith will move even insentient things,
Though fools will continue to mock the Mr. Chius.